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Reagan Orders Crackdown on esks

By Michael Getler

- Washington Pnys 3talf Writee
" President Reagan, claiming that
leaks of classified information have
become “a problem of major propor-
tions within. the .U.S. government,”.

yesterday ordered . a_sharp crack--
down on official. contacts with the-

media, and..warned that “all legal
‘methods” will be-used to xnvestxgate

government employes who may have

disclosed such information.. "~
Directives swned’ yesterday by the

president, based ‘on  recommenda- :

tions by his new national security af-
fairs adviser, William P. Clark, re-
quire that “all contacts with any el-
ement of the news media in which’
classified National Security Council
matters or classified intelligence in-

- formation are discussed” must have-
‘the advance approval of an unspec-:
ified “senior-official.” o

Furthermore, officials mtervrewed‘
then must provide a memorandum
about what was discussed.

" The number of officials with ac-'
cess to classified documents and in-:
ternal dehberatmns a]so wﬂl “be kept
to a minimum.”

N

" Acknowledging “the govemment’ ]

]ack of success in identifying the:
‘sources of unauthorized disclosure”.
:of classified information, the direc-
tive says this situation “must be:
remedxed and approprxate dxscxplm-

‘ary measures taken From now ori,‘
the directive wamns, government em-
ployes who have had access to infor-
mation that leaks out “will be<sub:

ject to investigation, to include. the;

- use of all legal methods.” ... 7

AIthough the presidential Stabe- ]

ment is directed at. disclosures about
.the White. House’s top-level Natron-
al Security Council and other mteL
Tigence information, White House of-
ficials who- briefed . reporters.-jast
night said the new. rules are meant

to apply. not only.to officials on the ; .

NSC staff but also.to those in the
departments. of* state and defense
and the intelligence community. "
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I believes have - “hampered.- formulation of forelgn
; and defense pohcy .

_’ tion would no- longer leak classified- information”

=, The White House officials, who could not be
.-xdentxﬁed under rules of the briefing, say the new
odu'ectwes flow from a “virtual hemorrhage of leaks|
» in the national securify area which the president

Asked for examples of such darnagmg leaks the
,otﬂmals citzd the recent reports of the adminis-
7fration’s decisiom on the'sale of fighter planes.to
mean The officials insisted that there has been -
‘a strmg of other damaging leaks, but declmed to
gwe further examples. _
i When' reporters’ ‘asked whether’the admmxstra-

fntentionally to support its case on certam issues
and reminded the officials-that concern gver leaks
had caused the Nixon administration to set up tne !
ill-fated “plumbers” operation, one official said: -~

* “Every president has been concerned about: thrm
problem. Every president has taken remedial
steps-to deal with it. This president is atbemptmg'
todeit . .. to shut these leaks down.” ... -

‘In his smtement ‘the president referred to the
constitutional responsibility for protectmg free--
dom of the press. “But it also requires that.gov-.
ernment functions be discharged efficiently and.
effectively,” he-said, and the-disclosure of unau-
thorized information- with xmpumty “must not be
gllowed to continue.”

« In an accompanymg statement, C]ark saxd “We
fully recogrize the paradox inherent in: our 8ys-
tem.” He said the measures should not be con-
strued’ as’criticism of the press. Rather, he sazd,
$The press has been doing its Job—-collectmg in- |

;formatxon—better than the government has- been_

“Hoing its Job—protectmg natxonal secunty mfor-
mation.”

. The new dlrectxves appear to be one of the ﬁrst
actions by Clark, who heard the president-com-
plammg about the leaks of memorandum-and pol-.
icy consnderaﬂons ata Cabmet meetmg last week,

}us first since coming to the W}nte House from _

the State Départment. . - 3

"~The Reagan- admmxstratmn has had one of the
most restrictive press information policies in the
national security. area, with reporters denied ac-.
- cess to officials on the NSC staff and ‘with- the
CIA, both cf which were frequent sources of back-
ground information under previous admxmstra-‘

tlons ‘ "‘.b_:.'. . 0w —mia e
There were-a numher of unanswered questmns
at the briefing’ last evening. ' Officials said it was

not yet clear: who the:“senior official” would bey -

who would dpprove interviews, but they suggated
vrt would probably‘involve one official~ m‘éa'ch*
azency rather than a:sinele “czar.” Asked
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